What has taken place so far

Due to the initiative of the Finnish association „Suomen Lautamiehet ry“, in October 2009 representatives of lay judge and other associations from various countries met in Helsinki, in order to exchange information and ideas about national approaches and experience as far as participation of members of the public in the respective legal systems was concerned. 

The project for a 'European Day of Lay Judges' has been continuing this idea thanks to financial support from the European Commission. Work began in July 2010 with the international symposium entitled "Lay Judges and Justices in Europe", which took place in Berlin and was attended by arbitrators, justices of the peace and other lay judges and justices. Included in the latter category are for example lay judges who - in a comparable way to the 'Schoeffe' in Germany or Magistrates in England and Wales - due to their general experience of life as it were represent the general public on the bench or in court, and also judges or justices with particular specialised knowledge, such as for example commercial judges. Discussions in Berlin addressed on the one hand conditions or requirements for carrying out these voluntary duties and on the other hand the consequences or implications of judicial reforms. At the same time the basis was laid for a joint 'European Charter of Lay Judges', which is being continually developed and elaborated. 

During the 2010 symposium there were representatives present from national associations in England, Wales and Scotland, Finland, Spain, Sweden and Austria. Germany was represented by three associations, the Bundesverband ehrenamtlicher Richterinnen und Richter (DVS) and the Bund deutscher Schiedsmänner und Schiedsfrauen (BDS), furthermore the Bundesverband der Richter in Handelssachen (Judges in Commercial Matters) was also represented.

The joint declaration and statement of the symposium, a summary of working outcomes as well as the press release can be found at the button on the left Veranstaltungsberichte
(reports of meetings).

