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Not only the outside world is changing, there are also changes within Europe. The 
number of elderly people in Europe is increasing whereas the number of children is 
steadily going down. There are various reasons for and consequences of this 
development. Medical progress not only allows people to live longer but also enables 
them to regulate their reproduction. These factors strain our systems of social security. 
Therefore, we have to find solutions. 
The aim of this module is to illustrate the changes within Europe. What are the changes 
in Europe and how can we deal with them? 
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Draw a family tree of your own family indicating age and the place of birth of family 
members. Try to include as many generations and siblings as possible and ask your 
parents and grandparents for information. 
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Start a discussion with your classmates: 
 

�� What changes do you notice with regard to life expectancy? 
�� Do you have an explanation for this tendency? 
�� How many of your ancestors have left their homes during their lifetime and settled 

somewhere else? 
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The following text was published in 2005 and therefore refers to the European Union 
consisting of 25 member states (i.e. before Bulgaria and Romania joined the EU on 01 
January 2007). The findings of this text may be readily applied to the enlarged European 
Union of 27 member states since the changes taking place in Bulgaria and Romania are 
similar to those in the 'old' member states. 
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Total Population 2004 - 2050
EU-25: 2030: 96,79 %, 2050: 87,29 %
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The following questions are to be discussed in small groups: 
 

�� What changes do you notice referring to the text and the results of analysing 
the family tree?  

�� What are the reasons that are made responsible for these changes?  
�� What impact do the changes have for social security systems? 

 
New situation Reasons Consequences 
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Take a look at your family’s genealogical tree. Mark the place of birth of your ancestors 
on a map (perhaps the best way to do this is with coloured drawing pins on a large map 
in the classroom). 
 

 
 

�� What do you notice? 
�� Can you imagine to live and work in a different country at some later stage? 

 
Start a discussion on the following opinions and tick the ones you agree with: 

o Migration is the only answer to the problems of our European society where 
people are getting older and older. Each adult should adopt at least one child 
from a poor country with a high population. That is what is done by celebrities as 
well. In doing so these children will be given a good home and our pensions will 
be secured. 

o There should be incentives for young, highly qualified citizens from other 
countries to come to Europe. At the same time we should take care that they will 
blend in with our society and that they are not scared off by us. 

o There is enough unemployment in Europe as it is. If we all had jobs, we would 
feel more safe and therefore start to have babies again. Anyway, there will be a 
lot of time left to open our borders then.  
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o Migration is no solution for our European society full of old people. Instead we 
have to take care that migrants who have come to our country up until now do 
become part of our society. This causes enough problems.  

o others: …………………………………………………………………………………. 
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on the introduction: 
The suggested model of a family tree is intended to provide a stimulus. Pupils should 
extend or decrease it as required.  
 
 
on task 2. migration 
 
By marking places of birth on the map it is possible to identify various migration flows 
and origins. It might in some cases be helpful to supply a world map as well. Migration 
origins become most apparent if all the places of birth are shown on a large map in the 
classroom.  
 

 
 
Causes for migration might be for example: 
 

�� migration prior to the 2nd WW 
�� expulsion of populations (from Silesia, East Prussia) 
�� migration/returning to original countries at later periods of history  
�� Jewish origins  
�� colonial history (primarily in England, France, Spain, Portugal) 
�� 'guest' or foreign workers  
�� refugees from wars (e.g. from Nigeria, Angola, Afghanistan, the former 

Yugoslavia) 
�� religious persecution (e.g. from Turkey, Iran) 
�� global re-organising of countries  
�� labour migration within one's own country 

 


